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Heartlanders Cruise on Florida’s Longest River

While winter and spring were in a tug-of-war for control at our home port on southern Missouri’s Table Rock Lake, late
March and early April in central Florida showed spring in full charge. With the promise of shirt-sleeve weather we joined
about dozen classic boats that made the 2009 “Northbound St. John’s River Cruise” hosted by Florida’s Sunnyland ACBS
Chapter.

The Heartland Classics Chapter was well represented on this year's southbound and northbound St. John’s River
cruises. Chapter members Susan Miller and Larry Nichols made the pre-Lake Dora boat show trip south from near Jack-
sonville to Sanford in ARRRGH!, a 1974 Chris Craft XK-19. Carolynn and | did the “northbound” cruise following the boat
show in Big Thom, our 18 1963 Thompson Super Lancer and were joined for parts of the cruise by Bill and Kay Joslyn in
their 25’ 1941 Chris Craft Sportsman. Bill and Kay regularly attend the June Heartland Classics Cruisin’ Weekend at Ta-
ble Rock.

The first day’s run would be our longest at around 80 water miles. The other four days would cover closer to 40 or 50
miles of water. Although, keeping track of the miles was a trick on this river as the mile markers re-start at least three
times. On other rivers on which we have cruised the mile markers remain constant from beginning to end. No one
seemed to have a good explanation of why they changed on this river. This caused no problems as Sunnyland Chapter’s
Cruisemaster for the “northbound” cruise, Gerald Dake, provided us excellent charts for use while on the river.

(continued on page 4-5) . .
Cover Photo: Cruisemaster Gerald Dake's U-22 leading the way to the Outback Crab Shack.
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Welcome aboard!

Right out of the box | want to thank the past presidents I’ve know while being a Heartland
Member. Each and every one has contributed something very unique and special to our
club. Many efforts have been put into our club from past leaders to secure the future for our
organization; The Heartland Classics and A.C.B.S. Also a thank you to board of directors
that take the time to participate and make the Heartland Chapter what it is.

My name is Kyle Jamar & | love boats! It’s an affliction | have no intention of letting go. |
look forward to seeing everyone out there. That being said, let’s go boating. Spring is in
the air and the water is warming up. Who cares that | am writing this in May?

Any time is a good time to get away and relax on the water. If your boat isn’t finished yet,
don’t worry, call another member and sponge a ride. It’ll do them good also. After all, |
might be calling you for that ride.

Thank you,
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Board of Directors

Beaver Lake Cruise 2009 Patty Thompson
2000 N. Main Street
Altus, OK 73521

It’s that time of year again. Break out the bathing suits, pack a lunch, gas up the boat robinsonboat@yahoo.com
and meet me and the rest of the gang on Beaver Lake. We will meet at the Prairie Chuck Gibbs
Creek state park launching ramp, on Beaver Lake in North West Arkansas July 18", 1409 E 48th St.
Try to arrive by 8 A.M. so we can get the boats launched by 9. Once the cruise begins Tulsa, OK 74105
we will head down river for some swim stops and restroom breaks. We’ll have the use law4hire@morelaw.com
of Guy McCollum’s dock again this year to eat our lunches and take another swim John Thompson
break. Once we’ve returned to Prairie Creek we will head to the world renowed Monte P OBox5
Ne Chicken House for a family style chicken dinner with all the fixins. Marshfield, MO 65706
th thomp1@mchsi.com

When: Saturday, July 18™ 8 A.M. .

Bobby Gibson
Where: Prairie Creek State Park at Beaver Lake in N.W. Arkansas 916 E. Overbrook

Ponca City, OK 74601

What to bring: Bathing suit, bobbygibson@cableone.net

Lundl9 Brent Howard
Beverages, P.O. Box 339
Langley, OK 74350
A boat if you have one. bhoward@
No boat, no problem there will be plenty of room for everyone. howardclassicboats.com
Kyle Jamar
1323 S. Gary Avenue
Please contact Kyle Jamar @ 918-629-4483 or kyle6@cox.net so I can get a head count Tulsa, OK 74104
for reservation at Monte Ne. kyle6@cox.net
Bob Kanak
2005 S. 88th St.
As your trusted president, I have 5 words for you: Be there, or be square! Fort Smith, AR 72903

robert_kanak@ml.com

Steve Kennedy

Welcome to our New Members: Photo/Article Contributions 2230 East 49th Street, Ste A
Tulsa, OK 77105

Ahoy mates! We look forward to seeing you A very sincere thank you to Stsve@k";'\za'clc;m
on the water this summer and getting to the.folks below who §hared e Sa;r:rz E;Z?Avenue
know you! their pictures and articles for Tulsa, OK 74114
this editions’ newsletter! Y’all Darren.amold@paccar.com
are the best! Don Parker
Terry and Bunny Favors John & CarolynnThompson 510 Summer Road
Kimberling City, MO 65686
Ketchum, OK Brent Howard donaldwparker@hotmail.com
Kyle Jamar Todd Cushing
DOI’] & Kathy Parker 1330 S. 83rd Street.
Omaha, NE 68124
Gary and Judy Harnetiaux Darren Arnold cushingtj@yahoo.com
John Watkins Steve Spinharney
Lake Ozarks, MO 3439 'S. 111 E. Ave

Tulsa, OK 74146
dspinhar@cox.net

Don’t forget to snap pictures
this summer and help make
our next few newsletters John Watkins
Bob and Peggy Cutler great! 5517 Hawthorne Road
_ Little Rock, AR 72207
Denlson, X . jwatki@sbcglobal.net
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St. John’s River Cruise (continued from cover)

What Florida lacks in hills it works hard to make
up with Spanish Moss hanging from stately oaks, Water
Hyacinths bobbing in the wakes of boats and forest cano-
pies seemingly held up by an endless supply of pines.
To this you add colorful birds in every vista and gators
sunning on shore and occasionally joining you in the wa-
ter. Throw in a manatee or two and you never forget you
are not in the heartland anymore.

As on other river cruises we have done the first
thing we notice is how “thin” the water is below our boat.
At Table Rock Lake the bottom of the lake is often 150 to
200 feet beneath us. On the St. John’s we often were in
less than 10 feet of water. Because the elevation change
is so slight over the length of this river that runs from
south to north it requires no locks. Not having to wait for
the lock to move from one section of the river to the next
makes for easier timing of trips.

We had stops and side trips to Blue Spring, the
unforgettable Dunn’s Creek on the way to Crescent City
on Crescent Lake and up small side streams not more
than fifty feet across. On the last day we cruised for
lunch to the Outback Crab Shack for their famous sea-
food lunch platter. This is on the portion of the river that
is wider than most of our lakes. On this trip the wind
kicked into full gear and Big Thom’s tall windshield was
well used to keep us dry from the churning river. Others
on boats with lower windshields got soaked from the
wind-whipped waters.

John & CarolynnThompson

Carolynn and | have taken Big Thom on ACBS
chapter sponsored river cruises on the Mississippi, Ten-
nessee, Cumberland, St. Croix, Menominee and now St.
John’s rivers. Each time we have been rewarded with
new friends and learned of local history and customs.
Our 18 foot lapstrake has been plenty of boat for any of
these rivers.

River trips do require some extra planning and
safety equipment. For instance, on navigable waters ad-
ditional safety equipment is mandated by law, such as
flares. Good charts are needed to avoid what cannot be
seen on the surface. Basic understanding of channel
markers is easily mastered, but required. On most of the
cruises we were the only outboard, but our participation
proves cruising is not limited to only large inboards.

The just plain fun these cruises have been for us
is why we are excited to participate in the Table Rock
Lake (White River main channel) cruise from near Bran-
son, Missouri to Holiday Island, Arkansas just outside of
Eureka Springs, Arkansas. This pre-event for this year’s
Classic’s Cruisin® Weekend on Table Rock Lake will be
108 total river miles (54 each way) with historic Eureka
Springs at one end, Branson at the other and new friends
along the way.

Below: A side trip up a tributary of the St. John's
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The International President of ACBS Dick Werner
with Dick & Linda Kish, in the Kish's 1947 Garwood.

’

Bill & Kay Joslyn in Special K, at Palatka on the last
day of the cruise.

el

Astor stop between showers. Big Thom, century and
Skiff Craft.

‘

Below: “Reflections of the St. John's cruise" Gar-
wood ahead; from Big Thom

‘

‘ At the bottom: Palatka dock with Joslyn's Special K
and Big Thom
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Heartland Classics Workshop by Brent Howard

Despite Global Warming, 41 Heartland Clas-
sic Boat Club braved the snow on Saturday to par-
ticipate in the 8™ Annual Antique and Classic Boat
Workshop. The weather was the main topic of dis-
cussion at 8:30 coffee and donut session as mem-
bers had traveled from Nebraska, Texas, Kansas,
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri to Grand Lake.

The workshop included presentations, Q& A,
and participation projects on Steam Bending, Fiber-
glass repair and refinishing, Casting of unattainable
hardware parts, and Solutions for difficult wood pro-
jects. The panel Question and Answer session re-
sponded to those who had questions on their pro-
jects. The steam bending presentation and demon-
stration included how to build an inexpensive steam
machine.
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P & S, updated interior with island master, 12kw Kohler generator, bottom paint in '0S5.
Surveyed at $74k in June of '08, asking $42,500. All offers or trades seriously considered.
(218) 493-2621, (918) 231-3967 or emaiil: testallco@prodigy.net

“ § h..

Rt www.southgrand
==, lakeairport.com

)

South Grand Lake Municipal Airport

For More Information Contact
Brent Howard at 918-782-1855

Hwy 82, South of Hwy 28 junction
Langlev at Grand Lake

918-782-1855

www. howardclassichoats.com

A-.  PAINTS PLUS

©° 1-800-472-4551
% Autobody Shap Supplies

Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies

il

Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment
Bob Blonstien, President

603 E. 4th Street, Stover MO 65078
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Heartland Classics 16th Annual Mahogany & Chrome Boat Show by Darren Arnold

After 9 years of running the Heartland Classic Grand Lake boat show Brent Howard has decided to
step down as show chairman so he can enjoy the show as a spectator/participant. He and the club have
asked me to take over the helm of Show Chairman. | have been the Car Show chairman for the last 3 years
so | guess that they feel it qualifies me for the task. We all owe Brent special thanks for all he has done and
continues to do for the club.

This year’s event is being held September 10-13, 2009 in conjunction with the Grand Lake Rally a ma-
jor festival with motorcycles, music, “war birds” and exotic aircraft. Our show has been renamed the “16™ An-
nual Grand Lake Mahogany and Chrome Boat Show”. We dropped the car show and fly-in from the name
and decided to go back to our original boat show format. The car show portion was dropped and the fly-in is
part of the Grand Lake Rally.

On Thursday the 10" we will have an Early Bird dinner at Pensacola Pizza & Pasta in Langley. On
Friday the 11" we will take a lake cruise to the Kanak’s lake cottage for dinner. Saturday the 12™ is show time
at Arrowhead Yacht Club and later that evening the banquet will beheld at Cherokee Yacht Club. On Sunday
the 13" we will wrap it up with a cruise to Howard’s Haven for an early afternoon cookout. Registration and
information mail out is coming soon!

As always we are looking for sources for boat related handouts, door prizes or sponsorship. If you
have any contact ideas or want to provide any of these services please contact me.

And finally if anyone would like to volunteer to help with the preshow preparation or help out during the
event as a volunteer please contact me. These events do not just happen, it takes people. The handful of
dedicated volunteers who have worked tirelessly over the past years would like some more help, new blood &
new ideas. Let’s all work together as a club to make this years show the best ever.

September 10-13, 2009
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md trip ~ Branson ‘to Fureka Springs

Check it out now @ www.heartland-classics.org
Contact: Don or Kathy Parker (402) 770-5400

donaldwparker@hotmail.com
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5 listed on the
Laliona IFr of Histore: Place

For more information email
tuurs@grda com
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Yellow Jacket times 3

By Don and Kathy Parker

Some old habits are just hard to break. In 1973, when sons Kimball and Mitchell
were 6 and 3, we discovered a 14’ Yellow Jacket Riviera molded plywood boat
deserted in a Nebraska marina without an engine, but in superb condition. We
made an offer that was accepted, towed it home and began to give it a little TLC.
We soon began planning a trip to Lake Okoboji in Northwestern lowa. That trip
uncovered a 30 hp Johnson of the same year at a local dealer and so began our
love affair with old wooden boats, and Yellow Jackets in particular. That first
Yellow Jacket Riviera is shown here with the boys.

\

Some 30 or so years later the second 14’ Yellow Jacket found its way to
our home. This one was a 1956 Catalina model and needed a more
dedicated restoration effort including stripping the existing finish,
bleach, some wood replacement, stain and 10 coats of varnish. It was
. completed just in time for display at the 4™ Annual ACBS International
Show held at Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri in 2005. | am sure that
during that event we must have heard of at least 200 folks that
“learned to ski behind a boat just like that”, or “my uncle’s cousin had
a boat just like that”.

And finally, we have spent part of this last year restoring our third Yellow Jacket, another 14 foot Riviera, this
one a 1958 vintage. This boat had obviously endured many hardships during the first 50 years, and much of
the time it must have been subjected to some tough Oklahoma summers and winters. So, in addition to the
stripping, bleaching, staining and 10 coats of varnish, we replaced the mahogany plywood decks and
reupholstered the seats. The 35 horse Johnson engine is from the same year and is original to the boat.

Before

A little history — The Yellow Jacket Boat Company was in business in Denison, Texas for 10 years from 1949 to
1959. The company was founded by R. A. McDerby and one of the owners of the company was none other
than Roy Rogers, of Dale Evans and Roy Rogers fame. You may remember seeing Roy in some of their ads in
the 1950’s, that is, if you are old enough to remember the 1950’s.

In the beginning the hulls were molded by a company in Canada and shipped to
Texas for finishing. Most of the boats were in the 12 to 16 foot size and were
powered by 25 to 40 hp outboard engines. A limited number of boats were
powered by a Fageol Products Company inboard engine.

So, tume will tell, but surely there must be another Yellow Jacket somewhere in our future!
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Lomnisé Hagerty, Founder
e
Hagerty Collector Boat Insuranc

Collector Boat Insurance

800-762-2628 | WWW.HAGERTYMARINE,COM




May 2009 Page 13

2009 Heartland Calendar

Table Rock Lake, Branson, Missouri

June 5-7 Classics Cruisin’ Weekend on Table Rock Lake

Cruise the beautiful blue waters of Table Rock Lake, Missouri. Cruise for early arrivals Friday afternoon, followed by dinner in the evening.
Saturday cruise to lunch, afternoon cruise and dinner. Sunday cruise to brunch. Optional pre-event cruise to Arkansas on June 3 & 4 with an
overnight stop in historic Eureka Springs. Contact: DON PARKER / donaldwparker@hotmail.com / 402.770.5400

July 19 Beaver Lake Arkansas Cruise Beaver Lake, Arkansas

Catch the Fever of Beaver: 30 mile cruise on beautiful Beaver Lake followed by dinner at the world famous Monte Ne Chicken House. Pack a
lunch, beverages, and bring a swimsuit; 9AM start begins at Prairie Creek State Park. Contact KYLE JAMAR / kyle6@cox.net / 918.629.4483

Sept. |11-13  |Grand Lake Mahogany & Chrome Boat Show Arrowhead Yacht Club, Grand Lake, Oklahoma

16th annual in water boat show will showcase over 60 antique and classic boats from a five states . Heartland and other ACBS members in-
vited to Early Bird dinner on the 10th, river cruise, reception and dinner on the 11th, and cookout and awards presentation on the 13th. Our
show is one part of the Grand Lake Rally, a major festival with motorcycles, music, “warbirds” & exotic aircraft. Contact: DARREN ARNOLD /
Darren.arnold@cox.net/ 918-259-3270

To the Left:

Just an average day in
Florida!

“ Alligator lounging

St. John's River 2009

Il Northbound cruise.

Ship Store

Linda Kanak

HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

ljkanak@gmail.com

DO YOUR FLOORS NEED A FACELIFT?

CONSIDER

Sl Vea b ol Gl B Advertising/Article Contributions

WE OFFER CUSTOM INSTALLATION,
STAIRCASE INSTALLATION,
AND DUST CONTAINED REFINISHING.

THE PROFESSIONALS AT
WOODPRO HARDWOOD FLOORS
WILL HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR

HARDWOOD FLOORING NEEDS.

018-628-1999
WWW WOODPROHARDWOOD.COM

Pictures: .jpg 200 dpi +/or 35 mm prints. Current & back
issues of M & C Newsletters are available online :
www.heartland-classics.org.

(Free Adobe download link. Files are large, so please be patient)
ADVERTISING: Camera Ready Artwork
1/8pg $20, 1/4pg $30, 1/2pg $55, 1 pg $100
5507 Hawthorne Rd., Little Rock, AR 72207
(501) 920-3825
mahoganyandchrome@gmail.com
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Last Word...

Middle:

Kyle Jamar stands by a steamer he made for the
workshop- his neighbor referred to it as a ‘rocket
ship’

Far Right:
Our friends Down Under:

Clay Thompson made a friend in Australia while
selling an engine a few years ago. His name is
Glen Hickmott. He restored this Chris Craft Conti-
nental and has a blast with it. Isn’t it nice to see
folks in other countries enjoying their classic boats
like we do?

Heartland Classic Chapter Newsletter ~ May 2009 ~

Our goal is to promote the preservation and enjoyment of antique, classic and special interest watercraft of all types by:

e  Promoting public display and use of our boats
e Acting as an information and skill resource
1
We're on the Web: ®  Providing social activities to members and families

www.heartland-classics.or
£ e Acting as historical repository for boating related information




